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NEXT MEETING, 26 JULY 2017 

Yang and Emma Zhang  
Ironbark Ridge Vineyard 

 
Emma with pet dog Whisky 

The Ipswich District has a rich history in grape-growing 
and wine making dating from the 19th and 20th 
centuries. The district’s first wines were highly 
acclaimed in Europe in the 1890’s followed by the Dick 
family who received many awards from France in the 
early 1900’s. 
 
Ironbark Ridge was established in 1984, no more than 
a kilometre from the original Dick Brothers’ cellars and 
vineyard. It is the oldest established vineyard in this 
region.  
 
Ownership of Ironbark Ridge Vineyard changed about 
6 months ago, when purchased by Emma and Yang 
Zhang. Emma an optometrist and Yang a 
businessman who met when students at Sunnybank 
High School. While Emma works locally with 
Specsavers, Yang, previously in the fast food industry, 
was looking for a slower pace in business when the 
winery came onto the market.  Emma says they fell in 
love with the beauty of the countryside and are now 

wanting to share that with their many Brisbane 
friends not far down the road. It is also their 
plan to add a restaurant and provide for 
wedding receptions at the vineyard.  
 
We look forward to hearing more of their plans 
for the vineyard when they visit us on 26 July 
’17..     

 

 
 
 

RECENT MEETING, 14 JUNE 2017 

Ross Lehmann  
Local Farmer and 

Businessman 
The evening began with President Ross 
McInnes introducing Ross Lehmann as an old 
friend whose sister he once took out. It was not 
clear how the latter made him a qualified 
speaker about tractors and farm machinery. 
However, following several comical interludes 
reflecting on past drama and stage antics when 
livening up the former Dairy Development 
Committee, it became clear a genuine rapport 
and respect existed between them beyond just 
being rivals in the blood sport of corn shelling. 
Ross began describing himself as one of six 
children growing up in Teviotville, within a  
strong Christian family, which he believes has 
given him his business ethics and  the respect 
in business he enjoys  today.  



 

Page  2 

Volume 7  Edition 1                                 VALLEY  VIBES                                                 July 2017 

Club President:  Scott Champion 

District 9640 Governor: Darrell Brown  

Rotary International President: Ian Riseley 

Secretary: Marjorie Porter 
Executive Secretary: Cara Champion 
Webmaster: Aleeta Wozencroft  
Editor: Graham Porter OAM  

 

 

At school he was competitive up to Grade 8, when the 
“rot set in”, causing him to leave school at age 15. He 
was “spotted” by Boonah businessman Dave Evans, 
who recruited him to grow mushrooms. “What would 
he know about growing mushrooms” he asked himself, 
so read about it and learnt the art.  
 
The business eventually failed challenging him to find 
another career which he did in the Australian Army, 
where he spent 3 years. Ross confesses that these 
were life changing years causing him to stand up for 
and look after himself.  
 
After the Army, Ross returned home to his parent’s 
dairy farm consisting of about 40 cows. Following a 
robust social life, at the age of 22 he married Helen his 
present wife, had two lovely children and mastered the 
art of corn shelling – comically admitting, perhaps not 
in that order of importance.   
 
In choosing a career path he admits to “having a bit of 
debt over your head makes you get out of bed in the 
morning”. This philosophy is what started him in 
business. At that time he was challenged by a 
Toastmasters advertisement resulting in his becoming 
a Charter Member, a CTM (Competent Toast Master) 
and gaining confidence in dealing with people, growing 
hay and with his brother Bruce, formerly a motor 
mechanic with David Evans, fixing farm machinery 
which led to the commencement of SEQ Tractors; in 
his mother’s garage and hayshed. It was the 
combination of the mechanical skills of Bruce and the 
administrative skills of Ross to provide excellent 
customer service that the business grew.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ross Lehmann beside his beloved Valtra tractor 

 
After leasing a shed and recruiting staff SEQ Tractors 
continued to grow with Ross as office administrator, 
while expanding the dairy farm from 40 to 200 cows 
today. The turn-around with the dairy he accredits to 

his female staff who successfully manage the 
herd which produces high quality milk, while at 
the same time growing the tractor sales and 
service business, and supplying hay to regular 
customers.  In the six months from January to 
mid last year they supplied 35,000 large lucerne 
bales. 
  
Since early 2000, SEQ Tractors have won 16 
tractor dealership awards with their business 
based on service. A customer who lives outside 
Darwin last year purchased $60,000 worth of 
farm machinery because Ross was prepared to 
service it. He believes it is this level of customer 
service that has triggered the business growth 
they currently experience.   Also a customer at 
Roma had a baler breakdown at 2.00am  one 
day which Ross was able to fix over the phone 
which led to this loyal customer buying more 
machinery from him. 
 
He spoke affectionately of winning four 
business trips to Finland through being an 
outstanding Australian dealership for Valtra 
tractors manufactured in Finland. He jokingly 
referred to his first sight of snow when visiting 
Finland in winter. He claims he was there in a 
heatwave with the maximum temperature 
reaching zero following a minimum of minus 14 
degrees.  
 
In a good year the business of 14 staff, plus 
Ross and his brother Bruce, would sell 30 high 
quality Valtra tractors making them one of 
Australia’s most successful dealerships for the 
brand. Following that good news story Ross 
answered questions and was thanked by then 
President Ross.       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Past President Ross thanking friend Ross Lehmann 
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MY PLANS FOR THE NEW YEAR 
First of all I would like to thank Immediate Past 
President Ross for his assistance in preparing me for 
the year ahead, and for handing over the club in such 
a strong and vibrant state. My highest priority goal for 
the year will be to pass the club onto President Elect 
Andrew in just as strong a state, in both membership 
and finances. And speaking of goal setting, those of 
you who were able to attend the meeting at Lizzy’s 
Kitchen will know that I see goal setting and the 
achievement of those goals, as crucial to the long-term 
viability of the club. 
 
It is you guys, our membership, that provide the 
strength, vitality and versatility that makes us a 
success. As I explained at the meeting I would like to 
see each member of the club take responsibility for 
certain aspects of the club. This includes each 
committee setting goals that they can achieve 
throughout the year, to ensure that we continue to 
progress as a club. I hope to soon get the power-point 
up on the club website for those who were unable to 
attend (I had planned to email it but it would have just 
blocked your email systems due to its size), as it 
outlines what I mean in greater detail.  
 
Cara and I, along with many of our members, have had 
the chance to get to each of the changeovers in our 
cluster (only Beaudesert left), and it has been great to 
be reminded about how each club operates, as each 
has its own particular idiosyncrasies. It has really made 
me appreciate our club, and the RESPECT that 
permeates through all of our interactions with each 
other, in everything that we do as a club.  
 
I am looking forward to kicking our year off strongly this 
month as follow: 

 a business meeting on July 5th (All members are 
welcome but only the board required), 

  

 Beaudesert changeover on July 11th (no dinner 
meeting on the 12th due to having to celebrate 
QLD winning the Series), 

 

 Planning meeting on July 19th with 
Assistant District Governor Karen Thomas 
to visit (All members please attend if 
possible to meet with Karen) and (time 
permitting, this will be the first chance for 
the committees to get together to work on 
their goals for the year), 

 

 a visit to the State Duathlon 
Championships in Springfield on July 23rd, 
to see what we are getting ourselves into,   
 

 finally finish the month with a talk from 
Yang Zhang, the new owner of the 
Ironbark Winery on the 26th with a view to 
possibly using the winery as a venue for a 
business person’s breakfast or luncheon 
for those situated in the northern part of 
our area. 

 
Hold on, it should be a fun ride. 
 
Scott Champion 
President 2017-18 
 

 
July 1 marks the changeover of Rotary 
officebearers worldwide 
 
Rotary International Changeover 

 
RI Presidential Changeover (R-L) John Germ (USA), 
2016-17 to Australian, Ian Riseley, 2017-18   

 
Other Club Changeovers 
It is great that so many of our members have 
attended other Club’s Changeover Dinners.  As 
well as being an opportunity to see how other 
Clubs are conducted, it is usually a good 
chance to catch up with Rotarians we have met 
at previous functions.   

 

       From the 

Secretary’s Desk 

From the 

Secretary’s Desk 
 

From the 

Secretary’s Desk 
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District Changeover  
The Kingscliff Bowls Club was the venue for D9640 
Changeover Lunch and the setting, right on the beach 
in northern NSW, provided a very relaxed environment 
for the occasion.  Four of our members attended the 
lunch to see our new DG Darrell Brown and his wife 
Kerrie take over the reins from Michael Irving and Roz.  
Terry Brown from Casino is now the DG Elect and 
Harry Bolton from Tenterfield becomes DG Nominee.  
It was good to see them and their wives all there to 
celebrate Michael’s year and to welcome in DG Darrell.  
 

 
PDG Professor Michael Irving (R) congratulates incoming 
DG Darrell Brown (L) 

 
One particularly special event was the presentation of 
the Brian and Nancy Knowles Award to PDG Graham 
Jones and his wife Marion.  Graham has achieved 
much as a Rotarian at Club, District and International 
level and together he and Marion were suitably 
honoured in this way.  
 

 
Presentation of the Brian and Nancy Knowles Award to 
(L-R) PDG Graham Jones, Brian Knowles, Roz Irving 
(behind) Marion Jones, PDG Michael Irving  

 
Boonah Changeover 
Seven of our members joined with our ‘mother 
Club’ – RC Boonah – to celebrate Ray Stenton’s 
year as President and to welcome the new 
President Joy McDougall.  PDG Neil Maxwell 
from Warwick Sunrise Club was DG Michael’s 
representative on the evening.  Outgoing AG 
Peter Truer was Chairman for the evening at 
Simon’s Tavern. 

 
Jimboomba Changeover 
The setting of Albert River Winery for the 
Jimboomba Changeover was much enjoyed by 
our three members who attended the 
Changeover Dinner when Ray McCabbin became 
President following David Kenny’s successful 
year in the role 

 
Warwick Changeover 
Much effort had gone into decorating the RSL for 
the RC Warwick Changeover, with most of the 
credit going to the incoming President Dave 
Craggs for his table decorations.  Although small 
in number, the Warwick Club members are 
pleased to have two newer members who fit the 
bill of ‘youth’.  The young couple attended RYLA 
at the beginning of the year and have further 
demonstrated their interest by becoming the joint 
Secretary of the Club.   
 

 
Warwick RC Changeover inducts incoming Board 

 

 
Member for Southern Downs Lawrence Springborg 
MP at Warwick RC Changeover extends farewell 
remarks prior his retirement at next State election 
after 28 years as their State Member     
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Further Changeover Events  
There are still some Changeovers to be conducted, so 
it is not too late if you wish to attend one this year.  
Many thanks go to our President Scott and Cara who 
are attending the Changeovers of all the other Clubs in 
our Cluster.  It certainly helps build good relations 
between the Clubs when this interaction occurs.  
 

ROTARY  
District  Sun 25 Jun 
Boonah Thus 29 Jun 
Jimboomba Sat 1 July 
Beaudesert  Tues 11 July  
Allora   Mon 17 July  

LIONS  
Boonah Sat 8 July 
Harrisville Sat 22 July 

INNER WHEEL  
Boonah  Sat 15 July  

BLUE CARE  
Boonah AGM Tues 8 Aug   

 
Peak Crossing Car Club Display Day 
Plans are well in hand for our annual day at Neil and 
Jenny’s home at Peak Crossing, with even more cars 
and people expected than last year.  Please note this 
date in your Calendar – Sunday 27 August (with 
setting up on the Saturday).  
 

Celebration Time – a quiet time this month, with 
only one special date      
Birthdays 
5 July    Ann Kay  

Marjorie Porter -  
Club Secretary 2017-18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Above) Youth Director Cara thanks RYPEN awardees 
Isabelle Campbell and Harrison Surawski for their 
presentations 

 

 

   
 

  

 
During the last dinner meeting on 28 June, our 
club had the pleasure of listening to the two 
awardees we sponsored to attend the recent 
RYPEN camp in May.  Isabelle Campbell and 
Harrison Surawski both spoke with enthusiasm 
and fondness when reflecting upon their camp 
experience.  
 

Isabelle said she was at first reluctant to attend 
the camp as she would not know anyone, or have 
any friends there. She soon realised however, 
that everyone else attending the camp was in the 
same position as she was and quickly settled in,  
quoting that “strangers are the friends you have 
never met”.   Isabelle explained about the level of 
trust that is developed amongst the group, and 
that is needed to participate in lessons and 
activities that they all participate in.  She left the 
camp reflecting on what she had gained, new 
friends and new skills as well as a new 
confidence to carry her through many of life’s 
challenges. 
 
Harrison, who was careful not to give away any 
camp ‘secrets’, was at first nervous about 
attending the camp and very unsure of what to 
expect once there.  Harrison quickly settled in 
and realised he was not the only “Harry” in his 
group.  Harry indicated that a highlight for him 
was a talent quest, which eliminated his fears in 
front of an audience, realising his own capabilities 
and appreciating what he had to give to others.  
Harrison reflected on his new life skills and the 
experience that he gained from the camp, 
displaying his gratitude for the opportunity that 
was given to him. 
 
Both students were extremely appreciative to 
RCFV for the opportunity they have gained from 
this experience, stating they would both definitely 

encourage any other young people to attend 
the RYPEN camp in the future. 
 

 
Cara Champion - Youth Director 2016-17 

  

Youth 
     Matters   

                Cara Champion 

                 Youth Director 
 

 
District Changeover cake   

beautifully iced by District 

Secretary Sue Randell 
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DUTY ROSTER Wed 5 July ‘17 
Business Meeting 

 

Wed 12 July ‘17 
No Meeting 

 

Sun 19 July ‘17 
Business Meeting 

Wed 26 July ‘17 
Dinner Meeting  

Duty Officer N/A 
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 N/A Bev Ward 

100 Club , Stamps 

and/or Raffle 

N/A N/A N/A 

Chairman/ Rotary 
Reflections 

Scott Champion Scott Champion Cara Champion 

Meeting Venue & 
Time 

Harrisville State 
School.   
6.45 for 7.00pm 

Harrisville  State 
School Library 
6.45 for 7.00pm 

Royal Hotel, Harrisville  
6.30 for 7.00pm 

Program and/or 
Guest Speaker 

Club Business Assistant Governor 
Karen Thomas  

Emma & Yang Zhang 
New owners of Ironbark 
Ridge Vineyard, Purga 
Their Story 
 

 

MEMBERS NOTICE: 

1. To ensure a punctual 7.00 pm start, members are requested to arrive no later than 6.45pm. 
2. When you have duties on the Roster and are not available, could you please arrange for 

someone else to fill in, and advise Secretary Marjorie of the change (Mob 0419 781 264). 

Meeting Program and Duty Roster: July   

March 2017 

 

Youth 
     Matters  

                 Cara Champion 

                 Youth Director 

     

 
 

 

       From the 

Secretary’s Desk 

 

 

It’s a Laugh! 
 Upcoming Events 

Aug 27 – Peak Crossing Car Display Day – 
Summersons’ home 

 

  

 


