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The annual District Conference at SeaWorld Resort on the Gold Coast from 9 – 11 March certainly 

lived up to the theme of Fun.  This year we had the highest percentage of members attend and it 

was a weekend of fun, laughter and friendship.  The weekend 

started off with a great introduction from Youth committee 

members and awardees, their dancing and enthusiasm certainly 

set the scene for an energetic and entertaining conference. 

Saturday was a day of high quality motivational speakers and 

entertainment.  Karen Phillips who has been the closing speaker 

for RYLA & RYTS for the past 20 years is an inspiration and 

renowned for the work she does with mentoring youth and empowering women.  Karen has 

provided unwavering support to community groups such as Rotary Youth and has worked 

towards raising over $2 million to support a number of causes.   

Bruce O’Sullivan who has also supported RYLA for the past 20 

years, delivered and enthusiastic and entertaining approach to 

having everyone in fits of laughter and out of their comfort zone 

when we all had to get up and talk to someone new and 

unknown to us.  Bruce promotes a ‘happy pants’ mentality and 

questions us about being Top Drawer or Bottom Drawer – 

Cranky Pants people.  His message was all about being the ‘Best You Can Be’.  

Other keynote speakers included Dr Josh Frances, a Pediatrician and Pediatric Infectious Diseases 

Specialist is based in Darwin but has worked and volunteered in Timor-Leste since 2013.  He has 

established a registrar exchange between Royal Darwin Hospital and the national hospital in 

Timor-Leste, successfully establishing a Memorandum of Understanding between the two health 

systems to deliver the best health care.  Dr Francis also spoke about his work he does with Rotary 

Oceania Medical Aid for Children.   ROAMAC is an initiative which provides surgical and 
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lifesaving treatments to children from developing 

countries, that is not accessible in their home country. 

Saturday night was dinner and a show at Outback 

Spectacular, and Sunday morning kicked off with a 

dolphin training exhibition that not everyone gets to see. 

Other keynote speakers included Alan Pease, Laurie 

Lawrence, John Paul Langbroek MP, Peter Beattie and Julie 

Cross.  Julie is described as an 

inspirational entertainer, who delivered 

an empowering, thought provoking and 

inspiring message encouraging everyone, 

especially women, to find their ‘Sparkle’.  

All of the speakers gave us something to 

think about and maybe inspired some of 

us to make some changes.  Overall a great 

weekend was enjoyed by all who 

attended and we all look forward to next 

year’s conference in Lismore. 

 

March Dinner Speaker 

Scenic Rim Regional Council Mayor Greg Christensen and his wife Denise attended our March 

Dinner meeting. Greg spoke about his passion for our region and what makes it great, saying 

“heritage has always been an important part of the region”.  Our agriculture and horticulture is 

the same as many other places, but what we have here is something that is unique, a jewel in our 

region that is not being utilized to its best.  Agri-tourism has become a good partner with 

agriculture and is an area that is bringing visitors into the region to show sustainable use of our 

high value corridors. In many cases though, what we are doing now that was being done 50 years 

ago, the question is how do we get 50 years ahead and not 50 years behind?   

Diversification and resilience are what our communities need to have to change, Tourism is the 

diamond in the rough for us.  What we have achieved is Agri-tourism, this is just getting off its 

feet and has grown by 30% in the last year.  In the past we were attracting 1 in 10 people into our 

region, this in now 1 in 4 people visiting the “wonderful rich characters of our communities”. This 

year Tourism Events QLD is showcasing Eat Local Week, giving this event a wider range of 

publicity.  It’s all about diversification, and our strategic workshops for small businesses are 

designed to help them grow, changing skills and changing the belief that people have in 

themselves is the ultimate goal.  The Scenic Rim’s best outcome for the future is to be globally 
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recognized.  The Bromelton State Development Area near Beaudesert has generated more jobs in 

the last year than job development over the past 4 years.  By creating jobs locally, people are able 

to spend more time with their families.  Valuations in the Scenic Rim have also increased, making 

it a great place to live in and invest in.  Mayor Christensen 

also said as a region we still have some challenges, these are: 

 How do we connect everything? 

 How do we work better as an integrated community 

and not compete against everything? 

Greg was presented with a certificate of thanks from RCFV 

member Ross Blanch who went to school with Greg. 

 

April Guest Speakers 

Our first guest speaker for this month is Clinician Craig Daniels 

from Hearing Life in Ipswich.  Craig grew up in Brisbane and 

after high school he completed a Bachelor of Information 

Technology. This was followed by a very competitive job 

search, and he ended up working in a small hearing clinic in 

Wynnum.  Craig quickly found it was much more rewarding 

to help people to hear better through doing repairs and minor 

adjustments to their hearing aids. From there he was about to 

complete a Diploma at TAFE in order to become an 

Audiometrist.  The company he worked for was bought out by 

Hearing Life in 2012 and he has worked at the Ipswich clinic 

since. Due to some of his past community work, he was recently made an Ambassador For Better 

Hearing to help raise hearing awareness in the community and, through our Give-Back campaign, 

Hearing Life have been able to help those in the community gain access to the latest in hearing 

devices, with one of our Rotary clubs member, Marjorie Porter, being a recent recipient. 
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Anzac Day Guest Speaker 

Jim Grounds was born in Toowoomba, and 

his family moved to the Woollooman area 

when he was a baby.  They moved later to 

Hillside.  Jim was brought up on a Dairy 

Farm and went to Peak Crossing State School 

and then to Brassall State High School.   After 

completing Junior he applied for a position 

with the PMG and went to Technicians 

Training School at Chermside. 

After a year or so at the Ipswich Telephone 

Exchange he was appointed as a Tech in 

Training to Boonah, where he has continued to reside ever since. Jim and his wife Jeannette were 

married in 1970, and have 3 adult children and 11 grandchildren.   

In October 2017, Jim and Jeannette travelled to Israel and Jordan with Vision Media.  One of the 

reasons was to be in Beersheba for the 100th Anniversary of the Charge by the Anzac Light Horse, 

which was commemorated on 31st October, 2017.  Jim's grandfather was in the Light Horse in 

World War I, but he was not in the charge.  The Battle of Beersheba fought on the 31st October in 

1917, it was a turning point in the Middle East campaign of World War One, and indeed in world 

history.    The film Jim will show at our meeting starts with the Official ceremony, in the presence 

of the Prime Ministers of Israel and Australia and the Governor General of New Zealand at the 

British War Cemetery.   

 

Presidents Report 

 

Hi All, 

Looks like we are in for another busy month 

through April, with ANZAC day and catering 

at the Rosewood Campdraft. This will be the 

first job for the catering van which will end 

the period of preparation since we have taken 

it over, and it will be a good initial hitout for 

us to learn how to overcome any of the challenges that this venture will throw at us. I am 

excited about this event not only for the potential earning capacity for the day, but it will also be 

our first foray into the Rosewood township. 

With the coming amalgamation of the districts in southern Queensland, the imaginary barrier 

that has restricted our club getting involved with the larger populations to our north, will be 
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removed. Consequently, I believe that the Rosewood High School should become our focus for 

providing students for both RYTS and RYPEN, with maybe even a INTERACT club being setup 

there. But this will be for the future to look after in good time, first of all we just need to get 

through the day of the campdraft. This will require all of the club members to step up to ensure 

that it will be a success. 

The 4 Aussie Heroes Foundation has progressed with the purchase of the land to setup what is 

hoped to be the first of a number of similar facilities around the nation. The location of the first 

facility on our doorstep at Limestone Ridges is a fantastic opportunity for us to embrace this 

worthwhile venture and to do whatever we can to assist in its formative phases. To this end, on 

behalf of the RCFV, I will be surveying the land that will be leased by the foundation, and RPS 

Australia East (Ipswich) will provide the required plan preparation and endorsement on a pro-

bono basis which will save the foundation many thousands of dollars.  

In closing, I want to thank all of the members who made the effort to attend the 9640 District 

Conference, it was so good just to be able to share the time together with each of you. And 

despite the fact that we didn’t get it, we all know which club deserved the best attendance 

award.  

President Scott Champion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 1 : Camp Courage general layout plan 
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It was great to see the enthusiasm and energy 

generated by all the youth representatives and 

committee members at the recent District 

Conference.  Not only were awardees and 

committee members from our Youth camps 

present, but 

the 

representatives from the Rotary Youth Exchange Program 

were impressive and it was interesting listening to their 

stories and hearing about 

the experiences they have 

had while visiting our 

beautiful country. 

May is fast approaching which means it is time to find 

awardees to send to Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment.  

RYPEN is for 14-16 year olds.  Rotary’s youth programs are 

renowned for students coming home and being grateful for the 

opportunity they’ve had to experience such camps.  In the past 

we have had nothing but fantastic reports of how great these 

camps are.  Students, especially those showing reluctance 

before attending come back with more confidence in 

themselves, and a better outlook and perspective on life to help 

them though their schooling years.  The self-confidence and 

leadership skills learnt from these experiences are rare and not 

an opportunity many students get to participate in.  Please contact us if you have or know of a 

student that is 14-16 years old who would benefit from attending this wonderful program of 

enrichment. 

 

Youth Director 2017/18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

District Conference 

Our Club was very proud to have 12 attendees at Conference, and this number would have been 

greater, were it not for last minute illness and family issues which prevented another four from 

attending.  As always, the District Conference offers much in Networking, Friendship, and 

Education.  We congratulate all those involved in the organization.  

Youth 
     Matters   

                Cara Champion 

                 Youth Director 
 

From the 

Secretary’s Desk 
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THANK YOU 

Our Members enjoyed a Social evening recently to jointly celebrate President Elect Andrew’s 

birthday, as well as to ‘Christen’ our recently acquired Catering Van.  Thank you to our Chefs on 

the night for the Hamburgers and Chips which were enjoyed by all.  Thanks also to Ann and 

Andrew for hosting the occasion.  

DIGGER BOX THANK YOU 

Although Christmas is long past, we continue to receive letters of Thanks from our serving 

members of the Defence Force for the Digger Boxes we sent, and it reinforces our decision to 

continue with this worthwhile annual project.  

ANZAC Books  

Each year our Club purchases books as gifts to the seven local Primary Schools on ANZAC Day 

and again we plan to source suitable books to present at the local ANZAC services.  

RYPEN 

Do you know anyone in Year 9 or 10 who would enjoy a great 3 day weekend away with RYPEN 

(Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment) Please contact our Youth Director Cara for more 

information. (RYPEN is on 25th – 27th May 2018)  

ROSEWOOD CAMPDRAFT  

Now that our Catering Van is up and running, we are busy planning our first major event with it 

– the Rosewood Campdraft.   As it will be a long day, with catering for Breakfast, Lunch and 

Dinner, we will be grateful for as many helps as possible on the day – Saturday 28th April.  

CHANGEOVER DINNER  

Plans are already afoot for our Changeover Dinner with the planned date of Saturday 16th June, 

2018.  More details to come.   

Marjorie Porter 
Secretary 2017/18 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s a Laugh! 
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Upcoming Events 

April May June July 

Wednesday 11th April 
Guest speaker Mr 
Craig Daniels, 
Hearing Life 
Australia. Royal Hotel 
Harrisville, 6.30 for 
7pm start 
 
Wednesday 25th April 
ANZAC DAY guest 
speaker Mr Jim 
Grounds, Boonah. 
Commercial Hotel 
Harrisville, 6.30 for 
7pm start. 
 
Saturday 28th April 
Catering for 
Rosewood Campdraft 
– All day. 

Wednesday 2nd May 
Grant writing 
workshop, Boonah 
 
Sunday 6th May 
26th Opera in the 
Vineyard – 
Stanthorpe 
 
Sunday 20th May 
District Assembly, 
Boonah State High 
School, 8.30am – 
2.30pm 
 
Friday 25th- Sunday 
27th  
RYPEN 
Camp, Bornhoffen 

Tuesday 12th 
Beaudesert Rotary 
Club Changeover 
 
Saturday 16th 
RCFV Changeover 
 
Thursday 28th 
Boonah Rotary Club 
Changeover 
 
Saturday 30th 
District Changeover 

30th June – 8th July 
Eat Local Week 

 

 

 

MEMBERS NOTICE: 

1. To ensure a punctual 7.00 pm start, members are requested to arrive no later than 6.45pm. 
2. When you have duties on the Roster and are not available, could you please arrange for 
someone else to fill in, and advise Secretary Marjorie of the change (Mob 0419 781 264) 

DUTY ROSTER Wed 11 April 
‘18 

Dinner 
Meeting 

 

 Wed 18 April 
‘18 
No 

Meeting 

Wed 25 April 
‘18 

Dinner 
Meeting 

Sat 28 April ‘18 
Rosewood 
Campdraft 

Wed 2 May ‘18 
Business  
Meeting 

Duty Officer Beve Ward  Aleeta 

Wozencroft 

 N/A 

Chairman/ 
Rotary 
Reflections 

Marjorie Porter  John 

Braithwaite 

  

Meeting Venue 
& Time 

Royal Hotel, 
Harrisville 
6.30 for 7pm  

  Royal Hotel, 
Harrisville  
6.30 for 7pm 

 Harrisville SS, 
6.50 for 7pm 

Program and/or 
Guest Speaker 

Craig Daniels, 
Hearing Life 

 ANZAC Day 
speaker - Jim 
Grounds 

   

 

Meeting Program and Duty Roster: April 

 


